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SUB J : CHURCH AFFAIRS, LABOR LAW AND CONCORDAT 

1. QUOTING VATICAN II ON "FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT OF THE WORKER TO 
FREELY CREATE ASSOCIATIONS" AND FROM UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
THE RIGHTS OF MAN IN UN CHARTER, PREMANENT COUNCIL OF PORTUGUESE 
EPISCOPATE MADE PUBLIC ON IAN 18 ITS OPPOSITION TO CONTROVERSIAL 
LABOR LAW REQUIRING SINGLE NATIONAL CONFEDERATON OF UNIONS. 

2. IN AANNHER DEVELOPMENT, MINISTRY OF IUSTICE HAS SENT ATTORNEY 
GENERAL PINHEIRO FARINHA TO ROME TO START NEGOTIATIONS ON RE- 
VISING CONCORDAT. PRESENT CONCORDAT IS MAIOR ISSUE IN PORTUGAL 
BECAUSE IT DOES NOT PERMIT DIVORCE FOR THOSE MARRIED IN CHURCH 
CEREMONY. 

3. COMMENT: CATHOLIC CHURCH. STILL TAINTED IN MANY MINDS BY ITS 
ASSOCIATION WITH PRE-APRIL 25 REGIME, HAD BEEN KEEPING LOW 
POLITICAL PROFILE RECENTLY UNTIL ITS STATEMENT 

ON HOT POLITICAL ISSUE OF THE LABOR LAW. THE CHURCH'S 
STATEMENT IS A BOOST FOR THOSE OPPOSED TO THE LAW. THE LEFT 
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HAS BEEN CAUTIOUS ABOUT ATTACKING THE CHURCH SO FAR. BUT THIS 
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MOVE MAY STIMULATE A REACTION. 

3. SHOULD GOP SUCCEED IN REVISING SECTION ON DIVORCE IN 
CONCORDAT, CATHOLIC CHURCH WILL BENEFIT FROM REMOVAL OF ISSUE 
WHICH HAS ALIENATED MANY PORTUGUESE. IT IS LIKELY THAT CHURCH'S 
POTENTIAL INFLUENCE IN THE COMING ELECTIONS, ALREADY CONSIDERED 
IMPORTANT, WOULD BE ENHANCED BY CHANGE WHICH WOULD ELIMINATE ONE 
OF MAIN COMPLAINTS AGAINST CHURCH. 

CARLUCCI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR LAW, CHURCH STATE RELATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LISBON00361 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750024-0244 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750131/aaaabati.tel 

Line Count: 70 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 JUN 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <20 OCT 2003 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CHURCH AFFAIRS, LABOR LAW AND CONCORDAT 
TAGS: PINT, PO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



